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THE KEXT CONCLAYE. 

BY E. DE CESARE, MEMBER OF THE ITALIAN CHAMBER OE DEPUTIES. 



Pius IX., who ruled longer than St. Peter himself, having 
governed the Church for thirty- two years, saw 118 Cardinals sink 
into the tomb; and, at his death, there still survived four Cardi- 
nals created by Gregory XVI., and sixty of his own creation. 
The Cardinals of Pope Gregory are now dead; and, of those of 
Pius IX., three only still remain. At the present day, there exists 
no member of the Sacred College, of the episcopate, of the 
prelacy, or perhaps even of the priesthood, who exceeds the Pope 
in years. He is the most aged priest in the world. With, the 
death of Cardinal Galeati, Archbishop of Kavenna, 136 Cardinals 
have already passed away during his pontificate, a number not 
equalled during any other pontificate, even including that of Pius 
IX. Although four of these 136 Cardinals were created by Greg- 
ory XVI, and sixty by Pius IX., as mentioned above, all the 
others were created by Leo XIII. If, on the one hand, undsr no 
former pontificate have so many Princes of the Church passed 
away, on the other hand no Pope has ever witnessed the deaths 
of so many Cardinals of his own creation. 

At the time of the Conclave which followed the death of Pius 
IX., there were sixty-four Cardinals living, and only •fchrej did 
not take part in it. Of these, Mgr. Brossais de Saint Marc, Arch- 
bishop of Eennes, and Mgr. Cullen, Archbishop of Dublin, were 
prevented by reason of illness, and both died shortly afterwirds; 
the third, Mgr. McCloskey, Archbishop of New York, did not 
arrive in time. This Conclave, which elected Leo XIII., is con- 
sidered to be one of the most complete and most harmonious that 
have ever taken place. There were only two legal scrutinies, as 
one was annulled by reason of some technical irregularity. Car- 
dinal Gioacehino Pecci entered the Conclave as Pope and left it as 
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Pope, thus proving the fallacy of the old Eoman saying that 'lie 
who enters the Conclave as Pope leaves it as Cardinal." 

Cardinal Peeci was elected because he was regarded as best 
adapted to re-establish the Papacy in the favor of the Great Pow- 
ers of Europe. Pius IX., who was of an impressionable and im- 
pulsive nature, had come into opposition with nearly all the Pow- 
ers; and, at his death, a unanimous desire for a Pope of con- 
ciliatory tendencies was expressed by all the European govern- 
ments. In my "Conclave di Leone XIII." I published the secret 
diplomatic correspondence exchanged between the Cabinets of 
Paris, Vienna, Berlin, St. Petersburg, Madrid and the Italian 
Ministry, upon the occasion of the death of Pius IX. A concil- 
iatory Pope was demanded, and the French Cabinet even re- 
quested a Pope of moderate sentiments, who should "render rec- 
onciliation with Italy possible." Pius IX. had declared against 
Germany after 1870, and Germany had responded by the Kultur- 
kampf; against Russia, also, on account of Polish affairs; his 
relations with the French Eepublie were of an unfriendly nature, 
and he had displayed his sympathies for the Irish upon several 
occasions. Although England took no part in the arrangements 
for the Conclave, she, too, nevertheless, desired a Pope of con- 
ciliatory and moderate views. 

Leo XIII. was just such a Pope; he has even gone too far ir 
his desire for peace, since he has conceded perhaps more than wat 
really necessary; he even sacrificed the religious interests of Cath- 
olics, upon several occasions, for the sake of earning the good will 
of their governments. He made peace with Germany, and 
obliged the Centre to vote for the seven years' military service ; he 
remained unmoved by the complaints of the Poles, and aided Eus- 
sia in her work of political and religious colonization in Poland ; 
he upheld England in the Irish and Maltese questions ; he aban- 
doned the Spanish Carlists, in spite of their fervent Catholicism ; 
and co-day he is engaged in the deplorable double struggle which 
he has entered upon in France — with the clergy, constraining 
them to recognize the Eepublie as the legitimate government; 
and with the Republic, which persecutes religious bodies and 
threatens to denounce the Concordat. Even in his most recent 
discourse, in reply to the congratulations of the Sacred College 
upon the completion of his ninety-first year, Leo XIII. made men- 
tion of one nation only, France, in the most eulogistic terms; 
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and that at a moment when the debates in the French Parliament 
upon the project aimed against religious bodies were becoming 
more and more violent. On the other hand, the Pope refrained 
from a word of protest against the Armenian massacres, or the 
murders in China. He is the friend of all established govern- 
ments. 

Leo XIII. has only one enemy, with whom he wages an eternal 
and inexorable warfare, and this enemy is the Italian government 
— that is, New Italy, which has made Eome her capital, has estab- 
lished a lay Court in a Papal palace, and has proclaimed liberty 
of belief and the freedom of the Press, after having abolished 
the theory of the inalienability of ecclesiastical property. 

With this enemy no terms can be made; and therefore Leo 
XIII. is designedly accommodating to all other Governments, in 
order to gain support for his claims. He is deeply involved in 
this struggle, which has no other effect than that of alienating 
Italian Catholics from the Apostolic See and from the teaching 
of the Church; of rendering the dissension more acute, to the 
benefit of extreme parties, Socialists and Radicals, neither of 
whom have any religious belief; and, lastly, of seriously endanger- 
ing the very law of the Papal guarantees. It had been hoped that 
the new Pope, now no longer a temporal prince, would make 
peace with Italy, in consideration of the fact that the new con- 
ditions imposed by that law upon the Papacy in Rome guaranteed 
in reality its spiritual independence ; and of the further fact that 
the Pope's having a court of his own, together with all the priv- 
ileges of sovereignty, in the Vatican Palace, and his own diplo- 
matic corps, secured to him full and complete liberty in his rela- 
tions with the whole world. But this was a delusion, and 
unfortunately not the only one of this long pontificate. 

The last and most painful disillusionment took place at the 
time of the assassination of King Humbert, when the bishops 
and clergy joined in the national mourning, and celebrated 
memorial services for the murdered King. This movement was 
so spontaneous and universal that it was impossible to conceive 
its taking place without at least the tacit consent of the Vatican, 
especially when one takes into consideration the subjection in 
which the episcopate and clergy of Italy are maintained by the 
Roman Curia. Moreover, Mgr. Bonomelli, Bishop of Cremona, 
the chief bishop in Italy, approved of the prayer of Queen 
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Margherita, while both secular and regular ecclesiastics took part 
in the funeral service at Kome, and the King's body was taken 
from the chapel of Santa Maria ad Martyres to the historic tem- 
ple of the Pantheon, where it was laid to rest. It was thought 
that the tragedy at Monza had endowed the Vatican with the 
vision of the common dangers threatening both Church and 
State ! But this, also, proved to be an illusion ; for, a few days 
afterwards, "L'Osservatore Romano" the official organ of the 
Curia, published an unseemly communique, in which notice was 
given to the world that the funeral of the King had been merely 
tolerated by the Vatican, and that the Queen's prayer was con- 
demned as contrary to the Liturgy ! This was a melancholy epi- 
sode, and highly offensive to the religious conscience of the Italian 
nation; but a few months later Leo XIII. confirmed these views 
in a discourse to the Cardinals. He protested, with great 
acrimony and almost juvenile ardor, against the accession of the 
new King, renewing the protest of his own rights to Kome. These 
rights, he said, are beyond the reach of prescription, either by 
lapse of time or by change of possessor ! 

It appears, therefore, that no power can diminish the bitter- 
ness of the Vatican against New Italy and the House of Savoy. 
The tragedy at Monza did not draw a single phrase of sympathy 
from the aged Pope, not a prayer for the murdered King nor a 
word of comfort for the desolate Queen ! Nothing at all ! And 
what was the cause of all this resentment against the dead? 
King Humbert was a devout Catholic prince ; he never even con- 
ceived a single action hostile or wanting in reverence to the re- 
ligion of his fathers; he showed respect and deference to the 
authority of the Church; he desired and longed for the termina- 
tion of the conflict, striving to reconcile the national rights and 
the inviolability of Eome with the religious feeling of the nation ; 
he founded hospitals and churches; he helped all poor priests or 
bishops who appealed to his generosity; he desired a private ora- 
tory for his family in the Quirinal ; he took part in the grand re- 
ligious and artistic festival at the time of the discovery of the 
fagade of Santa Maria dei Fiori; and for this good and devout 
man, for this prince whose life was one long act of charity and 
mercy, and whose death was an expiation of faults not his own, 
the Pope had not a word of sympathy or pardon. 

And when Queen Margherita, the guiding star of the reign of 
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Humbert I., wrestling with her grief, laid aside all thought of her 
royal rank, and with the faith and humility of the early Chris- 
tians turned to God in a prayer that it is impossible to read with- 
out tears, the Pope rejected it as an unholy thing, because it did 
not correspond to the liturgical rules, although it was approved 
by the premier Bishop in Italy! This is the most melancholy 
episode of the Pontificate of Leo XIII. It was a delusion to 
believe that the law of guarantees would be sufficient to create a 
modus vivendi between the Vatican and Italy after the death 
of Pius IX. It has only served to increase the obstinate hostility 
of the Eoman Curia against the Italian Monarchy; and, if the 
aged Pope dies without the consolation of witnessing the restora- 
tion of temporal power, it cannot be said that he has neglected 
any means of attaining it. This failure, or rather series of fail- 
ures and mistakes, has not enlarged his mind, nor will it enlarge 
that of his successor ; perhaps the latter will alter his tactics ; but, 
whosoever he may be, he will never renounce his claim to temporal 
power, and, therefore, the contest between the Italian state and 
the Papacy will still continue. At the present day, the religious 
conscience in Italy seems altogether deadened. The Catholics 
are incapable of independent action, and the most fervent among 
them, and also the most intelligent, do not venture to propose an 
"aut . . . aut" to the Pope. Temporal power is not a 
dogma of the Church; and, for this reason, the Catholics might 
disregard the "non expedit," and take part in political elections. 
On the contrary, they content themselves with murmuring in 
private, because the voice of conscience is dead within them, and 
hence the Italian government has never possessed an earnest and 
consistent ecclesiastical policy. 

The length of the last two Pontificates, which together amount 
to fifty-five years at the present day, contributes to keep up the 
enmity between the Papacy and Italy, and to render it more and 
more acute. The aged are proverbially obstinate and tenacious. 
The intolerance of Pius IX. increased with age, and that of Leo 
XIII. has become more jealous and vehement with his years. If 
there had been four or five Pontificates during the fifty-five years 
that have elapsed since 1846, together with corresponding 
changes in the Court, the Prelacy, and the Sacred College, as well 
as differences of influence and tendency, perhaps the state of 
affairs at present would be other than it is. From 1644, the year 
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of the death of Urban VIII., to 1700, which marked the death of 
Innocent XII., there were seven Pontificates — that is to say, in 
fifty-six years, almost the same period as that from June, 1846, 
when Pius IX. was elected, to the present day, when Leo XIII. 
enters upon the twenty- fourth year of his pontificate. In fifty-six 
years, Italy has completely altered, but the Papacy remains un- 
changed among all these modifications and evolutions. The gov- 
ernment of the Church is as it were crystallized ; and if the 
Sacred College is renewed personally, it is not renewed spiritually ; 
nor will it be so by means of the new Cardinals created in the 
Consistory held by the Pope after Easter. Of these new Cardi- 
nals only two are foreigners, the Archbishops of Prague and of 
Cracow, both of Slavonic origin, for Leo XIII. has no liking for 
Anglo-Saxons. It almost seems as though he distrusted them. 
No new Cardinal is created either in America, England or Ger- 
many; all America continues to have only one; England has two; 
Germany three, of whom one is a Pole and another a Jesuit. If 
the Church be universal, this universality is not represented in 
the Sacred College. Neither Pius IX. nor Leo XIII. has listened 
to the warning which the saintly Father Hecker, founder of the 
Order of the Paulists, when on his deathbed, sent to the Pope by 
a bishop who was starting for Rome. His message was that one 
of the things which would bring about progress in religion was 
the choosing of Cardinals from among all nations, in order that 
there might be a Senate which really represented the whole of 
Christendom. 

The spirit animating the Sacred College is, therefore, reaction- 
ary ; the reaction is more collective than individual, more conven- 
tional than sincere. There are many among the Italian Cardi- 
nals who deplore the enmity between the State and the Church, 
an enmity which impedes the formation of a Conservative party 
in Italy, forcing the Government, the Parliament and the Mon- 
archy to the brink of Eadicalism, and destroying all religious feel- 
ing among the masses. Italian society has to contend against two 
opposing currents of ideas — Radicalism, degenerating into So- 
cialism, and Clericalism, degenerating into political reaction : two 
currents which refuse to recognize the Monarchy and the unity 
of the nation, and which, therefore, are agreed upon the de- 
struction of the present order of things, with the certain result of 
opposing each other furiously after the general demolition. A 
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gloomy future is preparing for Italy, for the Monarchy and the 
Papacy, for the unity of the nation and the unity of faith. 

But if there are many among the Cardinals who deplore this 
dissension and dread the possible effects of it, esprit de corps and 
the power of prejudice have their influence upon all. United 
as they are, they all think in a similar manner, because none 
wishes to appear less zealous than another. All assert that the 
political independence of the Holy See is necessary to the inde- 
pendence of the Church; that the restoration of temporal power 
in its minutest forms is imperative, at least with regard to the 
government of Borne, where no other rule is desired or can be 
tolerated — Eome, the seat of the Papacy and the tomb of the 
Apostles! And thus the sentiment of intolerance arises spon- 
taneously among the Cardinals, and is nourished by all those in- 
cidents and frictions which are the result of the daily contact of 
the two powers — opposing powers, condemned to exist side by side 
on the same territory; opposing powers, each of which ignores the 
other; the Middle Age with its hierarchy, and the modern age 
with its public rights. And since the Papacy is elective, and 
every Cardinal, even the humblest, aspires to it, or at least does 
not consider himself inferior to the otherSi he does not wish to 
appear behindhand in upholding the rights of the Church. The 
doctrine is as follows: Temporal power belongs, not to the Pope, 
but to the Church; the Pope must preserve it and transmit it in- 
tact to his successor, just as the Cardinals when created swear to 
defend it "usque ad effusionem sanguinis." And this principle, 
or, rather, this unconquerable prejudice, will animate the Car- 
dinals assembled in Conclave, and will lead them to choose as 
Pope that one of their number whom they judge to be best fitted 
to regain temporal power, and to replace the Holy See, as they 
say, in a condition of independence. 

The next Conclave will thus open under the above condi- 
tions, and therefore there is no possibility of hope that the new 
Pontiff will enter upon a new course with regard to Italian affairs. 
On the other hand, it is probable that he will modify his attitude 
with relation to foreign powers in the sense that he will sacrifice 
religious interests to political calculations less than Leo XIII. 
has done, but in no other respect. No new wave of thought will 
induce the Cardinals assembled in Conclave to choose one who 
desires religious peace in Italy, and who would devote, liberally 
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and unreservedly, the universal influence of the Holy See to the 
solution of those grave and complicated social, moral and political 
problems which the old century has left as a legacy to the new. 
And it is on this account that the new Conclave occasions no ex- 
ceptional interest, such as was aroused by that which followed 
upon the death of Pius IX. 

It may be added that a Conclave no longer presents the char- 
acteristic spectacle which it offered in former times, when all 
authority of government in Rome ceased, and the unrestrained 
mob hastened to pillage the dwelling of the Cardinal elected Pope 
as soon as they heard the news of the election, which was often 
falsely circulated. The bridge of Sant' Angelo, the only bridge 
communicating with the Citta, Leonina, was barricaded, and the 
square of San Pietro was occupied by cavalry to keep thieves and 
unruly persons in check. In fact, since the last election held in 
the Vatican, nothing of the kind has taken place, and the last 
election was that of Pius VI., in 1775. Pius VII. was elected 
in the Conclave at Venice, and Leo XII., Pius VIII., Gregory 
XVI. and Pius IX. were elected in the Quirinal Palace, con- 
structed for the use of the Conclave, and still retaining its former 
appearance, notwithstanding the alterations which both interior 
and exterior have undergone since it has become the Eoman resi- 
dence of the King of Italy. The Quirinal was considered to be 
healthier than the Vatican, and was certainly cooler, as the Popes 
used to pass the summer months there, retiring in the autumn to 
the Villa di Castel Gandolfo, on the picturesque Alban Lake. 
Henceforth, the Conclaves will be held in the ancient Vatican, and 
that of Leo XIII. reopened the series. The palace is transformed 
into as many apartments as there are Cardinals ; and each apart- 
ment is divided into four small chambers, which serve for the 
Cardinal; his secretary or Conclavist, who is a priest; his serv- 
ant, who is a layman, and one for the purpose of drawing-room 
or ante-chamber, where the Cardinal dines and holds receptions. 
Visits between Cardinals are permitted during the Conclave. A 
picturesque description of a Conclave in the sixteenth century has 
been left by a French poet of that period, Joachim du Bellay, 
nephew and secretary of Cardinal Du Bellay, in his "Regrets." 
We here reproduce the verses, with their original orthography : 
"II fait bon voir, Pascal, un conclave secrS 
Et l'une chambre a 1'autre egalemenit voisine 
Hyanticliambre servir, de salle et de cuisine, 
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En un petit recoin de dix pieds en carre; 

II fait bon voir autour le palais emmure 

Et 'briguer la dedans cette troupe divine 

I/un par ambition, l'autre per bonne mine 

Bt par depit de l'un Stre l'autre adore; 

II fait bon voir dehors toute la ville en armes, 

Crier: Le pape est fait! donner de faux alarmes; 

Saceager un palais; mais plus que tout cela. 

Fait bon voir qui de l'un, qui de l'autre se vante. 

Qui met pour cestui-ci, qui met pour cestui-la 

Et pour moins d'un ecu dix cardinaux en vente."* 

Du Bellay was in Pome at the death of Marcello II., and was 
present at the Conclave of Paul IV. Many of the customs of 
that time have fallen into disuse, thanks to the more civilized 
manners of the present day. The Cardinals are permitted to 
order their meals from outside, or have them from the kitchens 
of the Conclave ; but the spirit of this "troupe divine" is perfectly 
caught in the above verses. The difference between those times 
and to-day consists solely in the fact that now it is only the Pope 
who is elected, and no longer the temporal prince of a magnificent 
kingdom in the heart of Italy ; the Pope on whom that imprison- 
ment is imposed which he will not have the power to break, that 
imprisonment from which Leo XIII. could not escape, even to 
see for the last time his old brother, Don Giuseppe, who died in 
1890. These two circumstances, perhaps, do somewhat towards 
lessening the ambition of attaining the Papacy, but do not destroy 
it, since each Cardinal believes, as we have said, that he will be 
able by means of his political successes to restore temporal do- 
minion and intone the great "Te Deum" in St. Peter's. 

Thirteen years have passed since my work upon "The Coming 
Conclave" was written; and the circumstances of the Sacred Col- 
lege have altered so much that the previsions and conjectures of 
that time are no longer possible to-day. So many Cardinals are 
dead, and so many new Cardinals have been created! The 
"papdbili"^ of that period where Mgr. Monaco La Valletta, Vicar 
of the Pope in Home; Battaglini, Archbishop of Bologna; San 
Felice, Archbishop of Naples; Dusmet, Arehbishhop of Catania; 

* "It is fine to see a secret conclave, Pascal, and one room next to 
another serving as antechamber, hall, and kitchen, in a little nook of 
ten feet square; it is fine to see the palace shut in, and that holy com- 
pany intriguing within, one from ambition, another to make himself 
agreeable, and one adored from spite against another; it is fine to see 
all the town without in arms, crying: The Pope is chosen! giving false 
alarms; sacking a palace; but more than all else, it is fine to see who 
boasts of one, who of another, who holds to this one, who to that one, and 
ten Cardinals for sale for less than a crown." 

t Those likely to be elected Pope. 
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Parocchi, Cardinal of the Curia, and Capecelatro, Archbishop of 
Capua. Of these, the only survivors are Cardinals Parocchi and 
Capecelatro, who, for different reasons, are excluded from the 
Papacy; the former, because, agreeing with every one, he is no 
longer believed by any, and the latter, because he is held 
to be Liberal and conciliatory in his views. The last work of 
this Cardinal, which caused such a sensation in the Liberal press 
of Italy, and which still further intensified the anger of the In- 
tolerants against him, is entitled: "Patriotism and the Catholics, 
especially in Italy." Notwithstanding that it is strictly ortho- 
dox, since the pious and learned Archbishop proclaims that the 
Pope must be the sole arbiter of peace, or rather of the conditions 
of peace, between Italy and the Holy See, it has still caused a 
great sensation, if only by reason of its title and the sincere love 
of Italy, as now constituted, which emanates from it. It was 
said that this was a dangerous symptom, and the most furious 
Intolerants desired Leo XIII. to admonish and reprove Cardinal 
Capecelatro, as Pius IX. had done to Cardinal D'Andrea in 1869. 
They were finally appeased by a warning from the Secretariate 
of State, published in the "Osservatore Romano," in the follow- 
ing words : 

"The Liberal journals make a recent discourse of Cardinal 
Capecelatro to the Seminarists of Capua the pretext for bringing for- 
ward the accusation that all those Catholics who obey the Papal 
directions In their relations with the government of Italy, as it is at 
present constituted, are enemies to their counry. But it is clearly an 
injustice to the illustrious Cardinal even to think it possible that he could 
desire to take tip an attitude contrary to the express instructions of the 
Supreme Head of the Church, whom alone it behooves to give guidance to the 
faithful as to the right course to be folloived in such questions. Now the 
Pope gives this guidance plainly and fully in the Encyclical of August 
5th, 1898, addressed to the Bishops, clergy and people of Italy, pro- 
nouncing ithat 'to require from Catholics active assistance in the 
maintenance of the present state of affairs would be an absurd and 
irrational demand.' By this unquestionable decree, and in no other 
manner, are all Catholics bound to measure their obligations as good 
citizens and as sons of Italy." 

Of all the members of the Sacred College, Cardinal Cape- 
celatro has assuredly the most exalted mind and perhaps the 
noblest nature. He is also a writer of the highest order. Cardi- 
nal Parocchi is highly cultured, speaks well, and is influenced by 
modern doctrines. These two are the most enlightened of the 
great Senate of the Church; but no one would venture to affirm 
that one or the other will be the successor to Leo XIII. , and Mgr. 
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Parocchi is still less likely to be chosen than Mgr. Capeeelatro, 
as he is regarded almost as an invalid, and is confined to the 
Chancellery, the only one among the ecclesiastical Congregations 
which does not exert any direct influence upon the government of 
the Catholic Church. 

There are four Cardinals who are considered to be "papabili" 
at the present day: Girolamo Gotti, Serafino Vannutelli, Do- 
menieo Svampa and Giuseppe Sarto. The first of these is sixty- 
seven years of age, a native of Genoa, and Prefect of the Con- 
gregation of Bishops and Eegulars. He is a Brother of the Order 
of Barefooted Carmelites, and was for a short period Apostolic 
Delegate in Brazil. Mgr. Vannutelli is of the same age ; he was 
born at Gennazzano, a country town near Palestrina; he was 
Nuncio at Brussels and Vienna, and at the present day he is 
Chief Penitentiary and Bishop of Prascati. , Mgr. Svampa is 
Archbishop of Bologna, and is only fifty-two years old. Mgr. 
Sarto, who is Patriarch of Venice, is sixty-five; he has been in 
turn parish priest and bishop, and, like Mgr. Gotti, is of humble 
birth. It would be a mistake to argue from their "papabilita" 
that these are the Cardinals pre-eminent in intellectual powers. 
The most cultured Cardinals are, as has been already said, 
Capecelatro and Parocchi; and of all the Cardinals who were 
Nuncios, there are several who have given evidence of greater 
capacity than either Vannutelli or Gotti. But it is necessary to 
recollect that the Sacred College is an elective body, and, as is the 
case in all such assemblies, good fortune and merit do not always 
go together. Mgr. Gotti is of a cold and impenetrable nature, 
full of scruples and prejudice; he is a violent anti-American; 
and, if he were Pope, he would very likely abandon the prudent 
line of conduct followed by Leo XIII. with regard to American 
affairs, and would create a great disturbance, perhaps even hav- 
ing recourse to extreme measures. In other respects, he would 
most probably adhere to the policy of Leo XIII., particularly as 
he is a great friend of Cardinal Kampolla. It is to be remarked 
that, ever since the time when the opinion first gained ground 
that Mgr. Gotti might be the future Pope, he has deliberately 
surrounded himself with the greatest mystery. He speaks in 
public as little as possible: he avoids company, and is not held 
in great esteem in his own Congregation. He often appears to 
be vacillating and timorous, occasionally almost without any 



THE NEXT CONCLAVE. 605 

force of will whatever. He formerly held the position of Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics in a college at Genoa, but otherwise he 
does not appear to be a man of exalted mental powers. 

The other three Cardinals considered as "papdbili" are all of 
a less intolerant tendency than Mgr. Gotti. They are bishops, 
and the government of their dioceses causes them to live more in 
contact with the world, and thus renders them more disposed to 
recognize some of the claims of modern society. Cardinal 
Svampa appears to be favored by the prophecy of Mgr. Malachy, 
the celebrated Archbishop of Armagh, who was one of the greatest 
personalities in the Catholic Church of Ireland. Four centuries 
and a half after his death, a prophetic work was attributed to 
him on the subject of the Popes, from Celestino II. to the sup- 
posed end of the world, which, according to Mgr. Malachy, will 
take place during the next century. This work was published in 
1595 by a Cassinese monk, Father Vyon, and was in its turn 
confuted by another monk, Father Menestrier. These prophecies, 
although generally held to be apocryphal, exercise a species of 
superstitious influence in the Curia. The prophecy referring to 
the 262d Pope, who was Pius IX., is contained in the motto, 
"Crux de cruce." The motto, "Lumen in coelo," refers to the 
263d Pope, Leo XIII., while "Ignis ardens" stands for the next 
Pontiff. The explanations of these mottoes are most wildly ex- 
travagant in many cases. "Crux de cruce" is said to refer to 
Pius IX., because he lost the temporal power; "Lumen in coelo" 
to Leo XIII., because there is a star in his eoat-of-arms ; and 
"Ignis ardens" to the Archbishop of Bologna, because he is named 
Svampa (Extinction) and his arms are a burning torch; but this 
motto might also be applied to Cardinal Vannutelli, whose name 
is Serafino, which means "inflamed with divine zeal." Mgr. 
Svampa rules well at Bologna, just as Cardinal Sarto rules well 
at Venice. If Mgr. Vannutelli were Pope, he would have the 
effiicent aid of his very clever brother Vincenzo, formerly secre- 
tary to Cardinal Antonelli, and an experienced man of the world. 

The tendencies which will dispute for the pre-eminence in 
the future Conclave are these: (1.) either no deviation from 
the policy of Leo XIII., or (2.) a gradual change; (3.) the 
assertion of the claim for the restoration of temporal power, to- 
gether with a disinclination to sacrifice all else to this one point, 
as has been done by Leo XIII. As an extreme concession, the 
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new Pope might carry on the contest on legal grounds, abolish- 
ing the "non expedit," and encouraging Italian Catholics to take 
part in political elections. But I dread the predominance of the 
first of these tendencies, favored as it is by the nomination of the 
new Cardinals, who show more devotion to Cardinal Rampolla, 
to whom they believe they owe the purple, than to Leo XIII. 

Cardinal Rampolla is the impersonation of Leo XIII.'s policy 
of late years, perhaps even more markedly than Mgr. Antonelli 
was the impersonation of the policy of Pius IX. He is not an ex- 
traordinarily gifted man, nor yet a man of strongly marked 
character; he is a blind Conservative and a jealous enemy of the 
new order of things in Italy, his aversion being strengthened by 
the natural obstinacy of his Sicilian nature. He is a skilful 
flatterer of the Pope, and thus has gained his good graces — appar- 
ently, but not really, placing himself and his own wishes in the 
background. He seems only made for service, and yet he gives 
orders to every one. .For fourteen years he has watched the in- 
creasing senility of Leo XIII. and the decay of his will, and has 
gradually attained his present position, above all maintaining 
the Pope in sentiments of hostility toward Italy. But the su- 
preme power of Cardinal Rampolla, in which he may be said to 
be unsurpassed, lies in dissimulation. He simulates modesty, 
and he is haughty; he simulates gentleness, and nobody can move 
him; he simulates charity, and it is useless to have recourse to 
him for charitable objects. He receives about 100,000 lire yearly 
from various sources, holding the most lucrative post in the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy. He is a man without friendships, emo- 
tions, or impulses of generosity or affection. He is most tenacious 
in his dislikes. 

There are not a few who fear lest Cardinal Rampolla may 
aspire to the Papacy. This is very possible, and he might obtain 
a certain number of votes ; but he would not receive as many as 
are necessary for election. The danger of his becoming Pope 
would unite all those Cardinals who have no parti pris. He 
might count upon the votes of the Cardinals of Spain, where he 
has been Nuncio; and possibly also on those of the French 
Cardinals, as he has always had Francophile tendencies, urging 
the Pope toward that complete surrender to the republic which 
amazed the world and did not further the political aims of Leo 
XIII., still less the cause of religion in France. However, the 
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events now taking place in that country are alienating the French 
clergy and episcopate more and more from the policy of Leo 
XIII., who uttered no word of protest against the violence uni- 
formly displayed toward the Assumptionists, nor yet against the 
new law directed against religious Congregations. Mgr. Bam- 
polla might perhaps count upon the votes of the more obscure 
Italian Cardinals of recent nomination, but the same thing might 
happen to him as happened to Cardinal Lambruschini in the 
Conclave of Pius IX. Mgr. Lambruschini had been Secretary 
of State to Gregory XVI., and his partisans canvassed for votes 
in his name at the time of the first scrutiny : this demonstration, 
however, had the effect of hastening the election and of diverting 
votes to the Cardinal of whom no one was thinking, Mgr. Mastai- 
Ferretti, Bishop of Imola, who became Pius IX. 

The new Pope will be an Italian, and the next Conclave will 
be held at Eome. Although the number of foreign Cardinals ia 
but little inferior to that of the Italians, it is not at all to be 
feared that the choice will fall upon a foreign Cardinal. There 
is no possibility of an understanding between the foreign Cardi- 
nals, for either they are not mutually acquainted, or they are 
severed by irreconcilable racial and national aversions; indeed, 
apart from these differences, it is not possible -for the Sacred 
College to divide into two groups, leaving foreigners on the one 
side and Italians on the other; and even were they thus to sepa- 
rate, neither group eould elect a Pope independently. The one 
party is necessary to the other, as two-thirds of the votes are 
necessary for election. 

Neither will it happen in the future Conclave that any one 
of the three Catholic Powers will exercise the right of veto, the 
effect of which would be the election either of the Cardinal at- 
tacked by it, or another of the same views. At the present day, 
the three nations which used to possess this right, and made use 
of it on a few occasions, are in very different circumstances. 
France is a Eadieal Eepublic; Spain is a Parliamentary govern- 
ment, and therefore subject to party changes, and it is impossible 
to say what party will be in power at the death of Leo XIII. 
Austria-Hungary alone might exercise this right, or rather the 
Emperor might exercise it independently of his ministers; but, 
we repeat, it would indubitably produce the contrary effect. The 
right of veto used to attack, not the Pontiff, but the Italian Sov- 
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ereign, when the circumstances of the Peninsula were different, 
and Austria-Hungary, Spain and France contended for dominion 
and influence over it. 

More than twenty-three years have passed since Cardinal 
Gioacchino Pecci was crowned Pope, and he is ninetyone years 
old. As he is the only Pope who has exceeded ninety years of 
age, he takes a position among the very few who have rivalled 
St. Peter in length of rule. Leo XIII. has already surpassed the 
pontificates of Urban VIII., of Alexander III., and of Clement 
XL; and among the 263 Popes whom the Church has possessed, 
his length of reign has been exceeded by those of only three 
Popes, Pius VI., Pius VII., and Pius IX. ; but in five months he 
will have exceeded the pontificate of Pius VIL, and in a year 
that of Pius VI. Very probably, Leo XIII. will survive the three 
remaining cardinals of Pius IX., who are no longer young, since 
Mgr. Parocchi is sixty-eight years of age, Mgr. Oreglia seventy- 
three, and Mgr. Ledoehowski seventy-nine. In that case, it may 
be that he will follow the example of Urban VIII., in coining a 
medal commemorating the renovation of the entire Sacred Col- 
lege, with the following motto addressed to the Cardinals : "Non 
vos me elegistis, sed ego elegi vos." R. de Cbsare. 

Rome, March 3d, 1901. 



